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According to Travel Wisconsin,  
the state’s department of tourism, 
visitors spend more than $21 billion 
in Wisconsin every year, ranking 
tourism as one of the state’s top three 
industries, along with manufacturing 
and agriculture.

Total Print Run: 43,000 copies.

Distribution: The magazine is inserted in 
the Chicago Tribune, delivered directly to 
households in approximately 25 suburban 
communities located in Chicago’s North 
Shore and northwest areas (see right). 
Additional copies are also distributed 
to Travel Wisconsin’s Welcome Centers,  
convention and visitors bureaus, as well 
as advertiser locations. 

Experience Wisconsin is published twice yearly in the 
spring and fall by Nei-Turner Media Group. We showcase 
Wisconsin’s unique lifestyle, things to do and the rich 
array of cultural activities the state offers. The magazine 
taps travel writers who are experts in the areas of food 
and drink, outdoor activities, arts and culture, and 
more to contribute their expertise on the state’s latest 
tourism topics.
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LOVELY LAVENDER EXCURSIONS
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The Mississippi is a grand river, and along its length is a truly 
American road trip: the Great River Road. Wisconsin’s portion of 

this scenic byway covers 250 miles and passes through 33 towns 
along the way. From where the Mississippi exits Minnesota 

and meets the St. Croix to become the state border, 
the driving route continues south, primarily on 

State Highway 35 until a turn on WI-133 in the 
fi nal stretch. Natural beauty abounds with scenic 
overlooks, parks and preserves spread throughout, 
and there’s no shortage of good eats, local crafts 

and cozy accommodations. And to top it all off, 
September is Drive the Great River Road Month. 
So, what are you waiting for?
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PRESCOTT

POTOSI

PEPIN

FOUNTAIN CITY

LA CROSSE

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

By Kevin Revolinski

Rolling Along the River
By Kevin Revolinski

The Great River Road is an American treasure, and lucky us—a portion of it winds along the 
Mississippi River on the state’s western border. Here’s your fi ve-day itinerary for what not to miss.
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Day 1: Prescott to Pepin (44 miles)
Perk up for the journey in Prescott at � e Twisted Oak Co� ee 
House and gather intel about the trip ahead at the Great River 
Road Visitor & Learning Center. Get views of Lake Pepin, a 
dammed portion of the river, as you pass Bay City. 

Whether you prefer custard pies, lavender ginger sugar cookies 
or just a loaf of sourdough bread, Smiling Pelican Bakeshop is 
worth a visit in Maiden Rock. For breakfast or bar food, Ole’s Bar 
& Grill will fi ll you up. � e 400-foot-high Maiden Rock Blu� 
off ers a one-mile out-and-back trail amid 250-year-old cedars and 
nesting eagles. Near Stockton stop at the hilltop orchard of Maiden 
Rock Winery & Cidery for apples, cider and wine tastings. Stay 
the night in Pepin at Harbor Hill Inn or various vacation rentals.  
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SCENE ON OUR RADAR

O
P

P
O

SI
TE

: T
H

O
M

P
SO

N
 P

H
O

TO
 IM

A
G

ER
Y

 T
O

P
: S

H
A

R
O

N
 R

U
C

IN
SK

I/
SL

R
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 &

 D
ES

IG
N

 
M

ID
D

LE
: T

H
E 

G
R

A
N

D
 T

H
EA

TE
R

 B
O

TT
O

M
: T

IM
 E

R
IC

K
SO

N
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y

Long before television, radio or movies, community “opera houses” were the center of arts, culture and entertainment 
throughout rural America. � ey are still treasured performance spaces for people like Wisconsin’s own Michael Perry. 

“Whenever I’m part of a performance in one of these venues, I love the idea of how every preceding gathering still 
echoes, and how—no matter the century—our better natures are nourished when we join each other in a common space 
for common purpose and communication,” says Perry, a New York Times best-selling author and front man for “� e 
Long Beds.” “On a more fundamental level, I fi nd myself deeply grateful to the volunteers and people of vision who 
preserve these places.” In Wisconsin, a number of such venues have been preserved and are ripe for discovery.

of Rural Wisconsinof Rural Wisconsin

The Grand Oshkosh
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of Rural Wisconsin
By Lisa M. Schmelz
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MINERAL POINT OPERA HOUSE
Oct.  31-Nov. 3 | 10th Annual Driftless Film Festival 

STOUGHTON OPERA HOUSE
Nov. 1 | Suzy Bogguss 

THRASHER OPERA HOUSE
Dec. 6 | The Barefoot Movement “Holiday”

THE MABEL TAINTER
Dec. 16 | “Christmas on the Prairie” by 
               “A Prairie Home Companion” performers

THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE 
Jan. 28-29 | ABBA Mania

THE GRAND THEATER
Feb. 11 | The Russian National Ballet 
              Presents “The Sleeping Beauty”

THE STOUGHTON OPERA HOUSE 
Feb. 27  | “Michael Perry Presents: Half a Star”

CAPITOL CIVIC CENTRE 
April 18 | Manitowoc Symphony 
                Orchestra’s “Gershwin in Paris”

Capitol Civic Centre 
With its start in 1921 as a vaudeville house, the Capitol Civic Centre is 
another splendid example of the power of preservation. Today, it is seven 
distinct buildings topped by 14 roofs. Located in Manitowoc, it now hosts 
nationally-touring shows along with regional orchestras and musical acts. Add 
even more culture to your trip with a visit to the Rahr-West Art Museum.  

The Grand Opera House 
Opened in August 1883 in Oshkosh, this lavish Victorian building could 
seat over 1,200 theatergoers, with jump seats folding out from the wall 
when the crowds got really big. Refl ecting the opulence of the era, its 
stage curtains were hand-painted. Today it seats 550 and is used for 
local, regional and some nationally touring acts. � e Grand Lounge on 
the second fl oor is open one hour before the curtain rises, and off ers an 
extensive selection of spirits, wine and beer. 

The Grand Theater 
� e Grand � eater in Wausau is a winning combination of preservation and 
new construction. Eff orts to save and enhance it have not diminished the 
history of this fabled venue. � e original opera house was razed in 1927. Seven 
months later, a new 1,470-seat theater opened. Restoration and expansions in 
1987 and again in 2002 have made this a cultural hub of Central Wisconsin. 
� e rural Willow Springs Garden is also worth a visit if you’re in Wausau. It 
features an old town hall, from the rural hamlet of nearby Maine, an 1895 
round barn, cheese tours, corn mazes and winter sleigh rides. 

The Mabel Tainter 
Built as a tribute to Mabel Tainter in 1889, a 19-year-old woman who died 
in 1886, this glorious Victorian-era masterpiece spared no expense. Located 
in Menomonie, this 261-seat crown jewel theater boasts marble staircases 
and walls and an original Steere & Turner tracker pipe organ. � e nearby 
Cottage Winery is another way to enhance your visit to this spectacular area. 

Mineral Point Opera House 
Since 1915, the Mineral Point Opera House has billed itself as “a theatre for all 
the people.” Taking to the maple-slat stage here were the likes of George Burns 
and Gracie Allen. Presidential hopeful John F. Kennedy walked across this stage 
as well. Today, the stage is still in active use much of the year for book readings, 
plays and live music. Located in the Driftless hills of Southwest Wisconsin, 
there’s plenty to do nearby. Round out your trip with a tour of Orchard Lawn, a 
historic 19th-century Italianate mansion with opulent grounds. 

Stoughton Opera House 
Originally dubbed the City Auditorium, this theater fi rst opened in 
1901. Roof leaks and ice damage forced its closure in the 1950s. Locals 
rallied in the 1980s to bring the storied building back to life. Now, it 
serves as a venue for a number of annual festivals and nationally touring 
artists. Learn more about the settlement of the Stoughton area and 
the Norwegian pioneer experience at the highly interactive Livsreise, a 
Norwegian cultural center. 

Thrasher Opera House
Charlie � rasher built the � rasher Opera House in 1910 in Green Lake. 
Originally, its seating was comprised of wooden kitchen chairs, clustered 
in fi ves.  Jimmy Webb, dubbed America’s songwriter and best-known for 
hits like “Wichita Lineman,” “Galveston” and “MacArthur Park,” calls the 
� rasher Opera House “such a genuine music hall, a real antique, a real 
vintage gem.” Live like a local after a show by spending time on the historic 
Green Lake town square, and take a yoga, cooking or art class. ew

Lisa M. Schmelz is a high school special education teacher and freelance writer 
from Delavan. Her award-winning work has appeared in books, magazines and 
major daily newspapers.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Stoughton Opera House

The Grand Theater

Capitol Civic Centre

2

Scene Arts, culture and what to do in the Dairy State.
• The Insider Exciting events and retail spots to check out now.
• Out & About Dozens of events to keep your calendar full year-round.
• On Our Radar Delving into the culture of Wisconsin and what makes it great.

Field Guide Get out and about on Wisconsin’s hiking trails, rivers, golf courses and more.

Perspective A look back at the past that has helped to shape the state into what it is today.

The Dish From exploring our state’s rich culinary traditions to the best cheese shops throughout 	
	 the region, we take you on fun foodie adventures.

• Best Bites Take a bite out of the eateries and food shops that define Wisconsin, like the best 		
	          supper clubs and tastiest places to get pie.
• Flavor Hunter Profiling who’s in the kitchen at some of the Dairy State’s best restaurants.

• Word of Mouth Digging into the state’s food traditions and the exciting neighborhoods and regions 		
	                  to experience Midwestern cuisine in.

• Thrilling adventures the whole family can try 
• A weekend in Eau Claire 
• Cool food, history and educational tours to check out
• Tasting the best of the state 
• Golfing at the state’s championship courses

2020 Features

Editorial Calendar
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2020
Advertising Deadline: July 17
Materials Deadline: July 24
Publication Date: August 14

Publication Deadlines
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Print Ad Rates

SIZE
Full Page	 $2,975
2/3 Page	 $2,230
1/2 Page	 $1,640
1/3 Page	 $1,090
1/6 Page	 $570

COVER POSITIONS
Back Cover	 $4,460
Inside Front	 $4,315
Inside Back	 $4,020
Cover Positions - Call for availability 
Please note: All rates are net. Add 10% for guaranteed position. Ads include one 
hour of design time. 
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Print Rates
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BELOITBELOITWisconsin
NAMED WISCONSIN'S MOST UNDERRATED CITY

VisitBeloit.com

PLAN 
YOUR

GETAWAY
TODAY!

Destination 
Downtown

Your Getaway Awaits

Beloit’s historic downtown features 

unique shopping, trendy dining, 

festivals, and other surprises!

Fine dining, luxury boutique hotels, 

beatiful winery, upscale brewery, 

and more!
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EXCEEDING YOUR  EXPECTATIONSSHOP • PLAY • DINE • STAY 

GAMING  /  DINING  /  SHOWS  /  HOTEL  /  SPA

TAKE THIS MOMENT AND RAISE IT

ABOVE YOUR EXPECTATIONS.

ARE YOU READY FOR THE SPOTLIGHT?

IT’S ALL HAPPENING...

PAYSBIG.COM  |
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  • Opportunity to touch every single person who visits experiencewisconsinmag.com and who reads our emails.

  • Combines frequency branding with high-impact ad positions in both our website and emails — your logo 		
	 appears on every page of the Experience Wisconsin website and in every email.

  • The ONLY way to reach our Experience Wisconsin website and email readers with digital display advertising. 

  • Positions you as the ‘go-to’ destination or venue that people want to experience.

EXCLUSIVE 
SPONSORS10 Maximize your digital reach and spend! A Digital Sponsorship is the best value, 

offering you bundle pricing on the website, email and custom emails. 

ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP (12 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS)

$2,995 when bundled with print

$3,495 when bundled without print

All rates are net.

MAXIMUM VISIBILITY 
AND FREQUENCY 
POSITIONED WITH 
HIGH QUALITY, 
RELEVANT CONTENT.

Digital Sponsorships

Features

What You Get

4

  • Display Advertising on experiencewisconsinmag.com and in monthly email (rotates).

  • Sponsored Content (two articles per year) on experiencewisconsinmag.com.

  • Two Custom Emails Per Year to our email list.

  • Logo on the bottom of monthly email and in print magazine (two times per year).

Block Ad Block Ad

Banner Ad Block  
Ad
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Please carefully review the media requirements below as they are critical to the quality of your 
ad. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to prepare ad materials to the specified requirements by 
deadline. Experience Wisconsin reserves the right to run last ad or charge advertiser for unused 
space if ad materials are not received by ad deadline provided.
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2020 Production / Design Guidelines 
+ Mechanical Requirements

ELECTRONIC ADS
Advertisers are encouraged to submit press-quality PDFs created in CMYK and containing high resolution 
(300 dpi) images. Ads containing spot colors or RGB images will not be accepted. All fonts must be 
embedded. If your ad does not meet our specifications, you will be asked to correct and resubmit, or our 
design department can recreate your ad for you at $75 per hour.
ACCEPTED MEDIA 
CD • DVD • Email (jem@ntmediagroup.com)
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Resolution must be at least 300 dpi and CMYK (no RGB/Spot Colors). Save all images embedded as eps or 
tiff. Images downloaded from the internet are not acceptable. Scans are acceptable at a high resolution 
and color scans may be also provided by us for an additional charge.
LOGOS 
Submit original logo in digital format or ad slicks to be scanned. Anything submitted at a lesser quality 
will need to be re-created; business cards are not acceptable. Resolution must be 300 dpi+ and CMYK (no 
RGB/Pantone). All fonts must be outlined.
DESIGN SERVICES
If you do not have an existing ad that meets our specs, our design department can create original 
artwork for you. Ad rates include one hour of design time. Additional time and services are available for 
the following fees: 
Design & layout services: $75 per hour • Scanning: $60–$100 per hour • Ad release – press quality PDF: $30 
Please note: any design/revision time required after ad approval deadline will be invoiced at the 
standard hourly rate, regardless of prior complimentary time.
CONTRACTS
Cancellations must be received in writing before the ad closing date. Verbal orders are binding. NO 
cancellations accepted after the closing date. 
BILLING TERMS
Advertising is invoiced on publication. Payment is due within 30 days of invoice date. All accounts not 
paid in full within 30 days of invoice date are subject to 1½% service charge per month (18% annually) 
on the net amount due, from the invoice date until paid in full. In the event the advertiser and/or agency 
defaults in payment of bills, such bills are turned over for collection. Advertiser and agency shall be totally 
liable for all fees and sums incurred by the publisher in the collection of delinquent accounts.


